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TeChnOLOgY
located development dollars and NAWCTSD provided development expertise. When 
the prototype becomes available as a commercialization opportunity in September 
2008, the ultimate cost to law enforcement agencies should comprise only the cost of 
the materials needed to build the system, a reasonable profit by the chosen vendor, 
and the cost to develop any new scenarios, Griffin says. 

Griffin, Sunny Simmonds, and others from NAWCTSD are using the time remain-
ing before September to finetune the prototype based on user feedback from testing 
at three sites during 2007. Existing training scenarios include an alley confrontation, 
a traffic stop, a domestic violence situation, and a shift-focus incident in a park. Cur-
rent plans call for adding a scenario in a corrections yard or a courtroom, a street 
drug-selling encounter, and a school hallway episode. Along with creating these ad-
ditional scenarios, developers are working on documenting the process of authoring 
scenarios so that in the future, law enforcement agencies could potentially produce 
their own role-play scenarios. 

Griffin and Simmonds caution that only the largest agencies may be able to invest 
the time in training personnel to create scenarios, as some programming knowledge 
will be needed. NAWCTSD staff, however, hope to incorporate a basic artificial in-
telligence capability (a list of actions and responses) into the CGI characters to as-
sist agencies in the creation of their own exercises. Also, NAWCTSD and NIJ are dis-
cussing the establishment of a central repository for all scenarios created by train-
ing system users that would be freely accessible to all law enforcement agencies that 
have the system.

In the meantime, the team at NAWCTSD is working on refining the existing sce-
narios, some of which include up to 100 different “branches,” depending on how a 
trainee reacts. 

“Characters can have four moods, ranging from compliant to defiant,” says Sim-
monds. “There are also pre-assault indicators such as kicking a can, clenching a fist, 
and raising a voice when speaking. We’re working on ensuring that the characters’ 
gestures match their moods.” 

“If you were videotaping, you would hire actors and set up your scenario. It could 
be a nice sunny day and shooting would go smoothly,” Griffin says. “Then, a couple 
of weeks later, you might realize that you need to add a branch with a knife as the ac-
tor’s weapon. You might have a hard time getting the same actors back to the same 
location, or it could end up being a cloudy day. 

By using CGI, you can make modifications as needed.” Other refinements planned 
for inclusion in the commercialization prototype call for further miniaturization of 
the weapon module technology that would allow officers to use their own weapon 

Continued on page 55
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ANNOUNCING 
the 

THIRD DISTRICT’S REUNION PICNIC 

2010 

 
Saturday, August 14, 2010 

12:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

Circle D Farm 

15535 Carrs Mill Road 

Woodbine Maryland  21797 
 

 
TICKET PRICE:  $40.00 

 (PURCHASE DEADLINE AUGUST 1, 2010) 

                    Adults Only 
 

 
 

CONTACT THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR TICKET SALES: 

 

 

Sydney Hodson (301) 351-9327 – scnmbound@comcast.net 

Wanda Francis (301) 420-4567 – ltwmf@msn.com 

Ethel Jones (301) 219-2240 – jonese64@aol.com 

Sterling Robinson (301) 807-2191 – swayne822@aol.com 

Albert Lattimore (301) 706-3766 – albertlatcrydav@yahoo.com 
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$100 OFF the 12 Week Transformation or
$150 OFF the 16 Week Ultimate Body Transformation. 

FT ULTIMATE TRANSFORMATION CONTEST
WINNER LOST 56 POUNDS IN 5 MONTHS WITH FT

“I started my private personal training sessions in May of
2007, weighting in at 228 lbs., 44.3% body fat and 101 lbs. of
fat. I couldn’t even walk 5 minutes on a treadmill.

And 21 weeks later… I’ve lost 56 lbs., 13% body fat. I can
do 38 pushups, 48 sit-ups in a minute, and bench press 105 lbs.
But more importantly, I’m happy. I’m, proud of my body, and
I’ve found that love for life again.”                    - REBEKAH OLSEN

CALL NOW!
Train in private, look

great in public!

FT Capitol Hill |  408 H St. NE
www.FTCapitolHill.com  |  202-558-6486

Only 4 blocks from Union Station

Celebrating 1 Year,  Thank you Capitol Hill!
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and duty holster combination, and the introduction of other less-than-lethal options 
such as “pepper spray” in addition to service weapons and other less-lethal weapons. 
Even without any further refinements, the existing system can be set up and taken 
down in less than an hour, in a space no greater than 20 feet by 20 feet in dimension. 

“It’s very easy to set up and take down. It’s very portable, and very easy to use,” 
says Griffin. 

This article was reprinted from TechBeat, the award-winning quarterly newsmag-
azine of the National Law Enforcement and Corrections Technology Center System, 
a program of the National Institute of Justice under Cooperative Agreement #2005–
MU–CX–K077, awarded by the U.S. Department of Justice.

LAPD unveils decision-making 
training system

HYDRA will help with terrorism  
and natural disaster preparations

By PoliceOne.com Staff

LOS ANGELES

The Los Angeles Police Department has announced a new training system that 
will guide commanding officers during national disasters and emergencies.

According to the LAPD press release, the state-of-the art training suite is “de-
signed to test and hone decision-making skills in realistic critical-incident scenarios 
ranging from a terrorist attack to an earthquake.” 

The high-tech simulator, known as HYDRA, is a series of computers that will train 
public safety responders to learn about the consequences of decisions during stressful 
situations. Command decisions are logged and can be reviewed an analyzed, accord-
ing to an Associated Press report. Using computers, cameras and microphones, offi-
cers are able to coordinate responses to simulated emergencies in real-time.

“It’s not a computer game,” said police Sgt. Timothy Kalkus, the officer in charge of 
the system, during an AP interview. “It’s what’s in the minds of the decision-makers, 
how they collectively solve the problem.”

HYDRA is located at the Ahmanson Recruit Training Center in Westchester and is 
one of only 50 of its kind in the world, and the first in the U.S., the LAPD announced. 
Police in the United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and Australia use HYDRA, and the 
computers will give law enforcement common data on training scenarios. 

Funding for the simulator was arranged by the Los Angeles Police Foundation with 
major contributions from Target Corporation and the Annenberg Foundation.

Imaging, Speech Technology
Continued from page 53
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© 2009 A & R Companies | Capitol Gateway is a residential community created by A&R Companies and The Henson Development Company. 126 57th Street, SE, Washington, DC 20019 Phone: 202.397.1112 Pricing and features are subject to change without 
notice. For more details, see a Capitol Gateway customer care representative. *Limited number of homes apply. Please contact a sales consultant for complete details. 

Capitol-Gateway.com
126 57th Street, SE, Washington, DC 20019  |  (202) 397.1112 

BROKERS & AGENTS WELCOME

VA & FHA
Loans
Accepted*

Sales by:

Enjoy sophisticated city life, superior home features, easy access to public transportation, 
and all the benefi ts of living in a real neighborhood that’s perfect for family life.

•   Brand-new Townhomes from the Low $300s

•   Brand-new Single-family Homes from the mid $300s

•   Well-appointed and Affordable New Homes

•   Hardwood Floors, Vaulted Ceilings, Granite Countertops, and Garages

•   Deluxe Kitchens: 42-inch Cabinets, Stainless Steel Sinks, and Whirlpool Gold Appliances

•   Shopping, Schools, Churches, Hospitals, and Public Transportation all nearby

Urban Amenities at a Suburban Price.  

Bigger Home, 
Better Value, 
and a Real 
Neighborhood 
in the City.

Sales Center Hours: Daily, 10am - 5pm  

Open House: Sat & Sun, 1pm - 5pm Adjacent to Capitol Heights metro.


